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On behalf of the Government and People of Guyana, I bid a special welcome to our
country to all participants of the 28th Annual General Meeting of the Caribbean
Conservation Association.

You are meeting in a very exciting period of environmental development in the
Caribbean. The Global Conference of Small Island Developing States which was
held in April/MNay of this year provided an opportunity for a sharing of views on
several important questions related to the sustainable development not only of
island states but of developing countries as a vhole,

The road to SIDS was very instructive for our Caribbean countries. After much
discussion, we vere able to work out a common regional position. This vwas later
developed into a wunified position of the AOSIS countries which gained the full
support of the Group of 77 and China.

The negotiations vhich followed vere very difficult. The needs of the
developing countries though clearly and strongly expressed vwere not readily
addressed by the developed world. The result is that the Final Agreement of SIDS
presents a very comprehensive picture of what is required for the movement
-towards the sustainable development of our developing states but fails to
identify a full commitment by the developed countries to give the levels of
asgistance vhich are necessary for us to achieve our objectives.

Tvo major lessons are. obvious, The first is that whatever gains we made
resulted from the high level of unity displayed by the developing countries.

Without that unity, the concessions we got would have been much less. ¥e must
therefore recognise the need to malntaln the greatest unlty in our approach to
all questions of a global nature.

The second lesson is that there is a limit we should place on our expectations
of assistance from the developed countries. For several reasons, the levels of
aid vill not be any way near to what our countries need. - We therefore have to
look among ourselves to help one another.,

Our Caribbean region must begin in a very serious way to pool our resources,
carry out common exercises and give support to each other in our struggle to cope
in a highly competitive vorld market.

I have pointed out before that less than 1@ per cent of the imports of all
CARICOM countries are bought from within the region. Market forces and
recognition of individual tastes should be given a regicnal flavour. In a
Caribbean vwhere tourism is dominant and where furniture is a wmajor input, why
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should most of thése be brought from outside when Guyana, for instance, can
satisfy all the furniture needs of the region at a very high quality? We have
a similar situation with food and beverages.

Sustainable development of the countries of our region is based on several

conditions being met. ¥hat these are and how they apply in specific cases is

the subject of continuing debate. In the course of this debate critical
. dilemmas are ewerging.

In Guyana, a deep socio-economic crisis had developed in the latter part of the
decade of the seventies. This was characterised by huge budgetary and balance
of payments deficits. Agreements with the International Monetary Furld have
placed strong requirements on the government to ensure that certain measures of
economic growth are maintained.

To maintain a growth of the economy at a rate of 6 per cent per year, new
investments have to be encouraged on an ongoing basis. Guyana’s greatesgt
potential for grovwth lies in the forestry sector. | Investors are knocking at our
doors. But lending agencies and potential. donors have wade clear their
disagreement with an expansion of our forest sector because of the veakness of
our administrative, monitoring and enforcement agencies.

The Guyana Gevernment is committed to the ideals of sustainable development.
We are not prepared to allow anyone to ravage our forests. We are vorking to
improve cur capacity to protect our environment. But to do so ve need rescurges
- human, material and financial. S—— e —
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Our fundamental problem is financial, The present administration inherited s
foreign debt of over 2 billion US dellars. About 75 per cent of our current

revenues go tovwards foreign and local debt payments. Very little is left for
development needs.

Discussions with International institutions for assistance in various fields have
yielded and are yielding some results. Hovever, the extent of such assistance
¥ill not allovw us to decisively to break out of the vicious circle in vhich we
are entrapped.

Ve are therefore preparing a more dynamic programme which will seek to supplement
the assistance from international lending and donor agencies with direct payments
from dinvestors for the strengthening of administrative, monitoring and
enforcement agencies in the natural resources sector.

The dilemma of countries like BGuyana requires that waximum support be given to
the efforts of these countries by regional and national organisations. We look
to the Caribbean Conservation Associati to play a critical role in mobilizing
Caribbean public Dﬁ?ﬁifﬁ?iﬁ/éESBEF{:H?€%1 efforts for debt reduction and write-
offs. :

I was highly impressed at the SIDS conference with the role of the NGD’'s which
vas co-ordinated by the Caribbean

Conservation Association. The NGO’s made very vocal demands for a people
oriented programme. I fully agree that development in the first place is about



people and sﬁstainability parameters must always be considered with people’s
velfare as the top priority.

So long as the debt burden continues, people’s basic needs cannot be met. And
as ve are seeing all around us, poverty is a major cause of environmental
degradation.

If money cannot be found for the creation of respectable living wages and
"essential services, it is hardly likely that budgetary allocation can be made for
projects to protect the environment. It is therefore a necessary condition for
effective environmental protection that countries be free of the strangulation
caused by their massive debt payment requirements.

lgor the sake of genuine sustainable h elopment, a crusade must be launched
or the removal S the debt burdens of developi tries. —AM—TWish to call
oa—the Caribbean Congervation Associativﬁ/gglf§§2£§§qtgzive lead in this effort
in the Caribbean.

With our limited rescurces, the region needs to tackle environmental issues in
a collective vway. The University of the West Indies, the University of Guyans,
the research institutes, professional bodies and NGO’'’s need to  cooperate
meaningfully by sharing experts and experiences for the mutual benefit of all.
The region has within it an abundance of skills. They need to be properly
harnessed and made to work for the good-of the Caribbean people.

In Guyana, in spite of our difficulties, we are making a strong effort to protect
our environment. - The National Environwmental Action Plan was approved by the
Parliament in Jume. “The Efvirommental Protection Act is expected to be placed
2§EFE'F§FII;E;nt vhen it resumes in October and immediately after its passage,
the Environmental Protection Agency will be established.

' We shall require assistance in many areas and we look forward to the Caribbean
vConservation:§ssociation and other institutions and the experts in the region to
gupport us in our effortis.

Caribbean participation will also be expected in the Iwokrama Rain Forest
Programme. It is likely that by the end of this year, a medium -term programme
vould be adopted and the research programmes would be clearly identified. We
look forward to a significant Caribbean participation in this very valuable
international programme.

The road ahead is a hard one for the Caribbean people. But we can reduce the
pressurees by our collective efforts. Let us face the future with unity and
determination.

I take great pleasure in declaring open this 28th Annual General Meeting of the
Caribbean Conservation Association.
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